
The College Prize Giving - August 09,2003 

Mr.B A Mahipala of the 62 Group was the Chief Guest on the above occasion. The programme of 
the day was as follows:- 

1. Garlanding of Chief Guest 
2. Lighting of oil lamp 
3. Hymn for Sri Lanka 
4. Prayer 
5. School Choir 
6. Dance item by Upper school boys 
7. The Headmaster's Report 
8. Chief Guest's Addresses 
9. Distribution of Prizes 
10. Vote of Thanks by a member of STCG/OBA 
11. Seconding by Senior Prefect of the School 
12. College Song 
13. National Anthem 

The Chief Guest and Ms.Mahipala were escorted from the Headmaster's bungalow by the 
Headmaster, through a Guard of Honour by the College Prefects during which the College Cadet 
Band provided martial music outside the Foster Hall. 

The Chief Guest was introduced to each Member of the Staff by the Headmaster immediately 
before entering the Hall. 

After lighting the traditional oil lamp, the distinguished guests were accommodated in the front 
row of the audience. Some students, parents and a very few old boys were present. It appeared 
that the entire school had already left for home on Friday August 08,2003 for the August vacation. 
Only the Prize Winners had stayed back although the Prize Giving is considered the most 
important event in the Annual School Calendar.  

The School Choir provided a few items. Thereafter the Upper School Boys gave a spectacular 
display of dance items. The Headmaster's Report which had been previously distributed, was 
read out by him. Thereafter, the Chief Guest made his address harping on the need for discipline 
and exhorted all students present to be true Thomians and to go out in to the world and bring 
credit to their Alma Mater. 

Ms.Mahipala distributed the prizes. The Supervisors of the Lower, Middle and Senior Schools 
assisted in the distribution. 

A special and significant departure from previous occasions of this nature was that for the first 
time, Teachers who had put in long years of service were handed over a plaque as a token of 
their appreciation by members of the 95 Group led by Muditha Dissannayake, the youngest 
Member of the current Ex-Co. During the entirety of this item, the whole school stood up and 
applauded. These proceedings were ably compered by Mr.Sunil Jayatunge a new Master of 
English. 

In the absence of Mr.Sunil Watawala, Vice President of the OBA who was to propose the Vote of 
Thanks, Mr.Mahen Ranasinghe, the Secretary did the honours. He too made a reference to the 
need for discipline and to look after the development efforts of the OBA. The Vote of thanks was 
seconded by the Head Prefect who made the traditional request through the Chief Guest to the 
Headmaster, for a special holiday to be granted. The Proceedings ended with the rendition of the 
College Song and the National Anthem. 



We reproduce images of some of the above moments captured by our roving eye. 

1. The Chief Guest & Mrs. Mahipala being escorted by the Headmaster from his bungalow 

1. The Chief Guest & Mrs. Mahipala being escorted by the Headmaster from his bungalow. 
 

 

2. Mr.P S Duleepkumar, the Senior Vice President and Mr.Nihal Wanniarachchi, member of the 
Ex-Co outsider the Foster Hall. 

 

3. The Prefects give a Guard of Honour to the Chief Guest, Mrs.Mahipala, Mr.Chandrasekera, 
former Acting Headmaster and Mr.Alban Fernando, former Headmaster. 



 

4. A Student garlands the Chief Guest, while another presents a bouquet of flowers to 
Mrs.Mahipala. 

 

5. Cadet Band providing Music 

 

6. Chief Guest introduced to Masters and Teachers. 



 

 

7. Chief Guest being led to the Special seats. 

 

8. Chief Guest lighting the Traditional Oil Lamp. 



 

9. Mr.Alban Fernando lighting the Traditional Oil Lamp. 

 

10. Mr.P S Duleepkumar lighting the Traditional Oil Lamp. 

 

11. Senior students presenting a dance item. 



 

12. The Headmaster presenting his Report. 

 

13. The Chief Guest addresses the gathering. 

 

14. Mrs.Mahipala distributes the prizes. 



 

15. Mr.Mahipala gives away a Special Awards. 

 

16. Mr.Mahipala makes a special presentation to Mrs.Dahanayake Yapa for long service 



 

17. Mr.Mahen Ranasinghe proposing the vote of Thanks 

 

18. The Head Prefect seconding the Vote of Thanks. 

 

19. Singing the College Song and the National Anthem led by the Choir. 



 

20. Some Old Boys after the Prize Giving and before lunch. 

 

 


