STC CELEBRATES
100 YEARS AT MOUNT LAVINIA

S, Thomas' College Chaplain Rev. Amal Fernando presenting a memento to

Most Ven. Kotugoda thera of the Al

Nikaya, an invited guest, at the special assembly held at the school hall.

OBA officials looks on.
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Mount Lavinia, havmg moved there from Mutwal
on _hnuary 26, 1

he school ce Lhmtl‘d this important milestone
wuna pecial mass held at the College chapel, the
rededication of the two original buildings, a bless-

mass was celebrated by Bishop of
Lnlnmbn Rt Revd, Dhiloraj Ranit Canagasabey.

eaking at the Mass held at the Lnuq,e (,hapul
fnrmoanlnmho Bishop Rt. Rev. Duleep D
era, who was S. Thor ‘haplain and mh wardet
highlighted the vmp«)namc of a Thomian ‘Cove-
nant™ so as to pass on the values of the ol to
generations to come.
no covenant written, we have to dis-
cern it, live it and pass it on," said the Reverend.
"Over the last 100 years, everything had changed
at the school but the one unchanging feature of the
‘Thomian institution was its commitment to inte-
id.

i
the schools™covenant to educa-
tion'- not written but adhered to nevertheless.
“The covenant of course includes religion specifi-
cally that of Christianity hut it also goes beyond
that. The reason being that
our family is an interfaith

fuum- zml we
e Lo accept that,” said
Rev. De Chicker

Overall, however, this
interfaith family is governs
by Christian values. So the
warden and majority of the
board of governors have to
be Christian paradox
has given birth to the Thom-
ian Education Covenant,” he
added.

The former Bishop also
spoke of three important fac-
tors that need to be included
in lhl’ Thomian education

()m\ he said, was that the
child; full of integrity and
creativity, should remain the
centre of the institution.

He also stressed that it
was important 0 not treat
children as pa
ents, Tl
|ml tive and destroy our

of life.

seu;mny e asked that the
Thomian Covenant open a
window into the outside
world, “There is a bigger
world out there, we mus
never lose sight of t
rden Lyn Ilangakoon,
he said, started the culture
of taking groups of boys
across the railway to tend to
the wounds of fishermen and
thereafter across Galle road
1o teach ¢ Hrell
income families,
since then have been cross-
ing boundaries.”

The real world should be
introduced to the classroom
and this the challenge to our
o(l\u'nmn system, said Rev.

Chickera.
L he spoke of the
model of education S. Thom-
as' had chosen to follow,

“We have government
schools which are rigid, not
independent, frightened of
change and politicised. On
the other hand, we have
international schools which
are profit-oriented and run
to make someone money.
But we in S. Thomas' have
chosen the middle m\h or
the third option,” aid.

He explai ned that lm
thinking ha

sity sector W
edueationists saying that

Bishop of Colombo Rt. Rev. Dhiloraj Canagasabey blessing the new M Block of the school.

Former Air Force Commander, Air Chief Marshall, Deshamanya Paddy Mendis
delivering a speech at the special assembly at the school hall while former
Head Prefects W, Ellawala, Defence Secretary Kapila Waidyaratne and
Colombo Stock Exchange Director General Kapila Wijegunewardene and
members of the tutorial staff look on.

Bishop of Colombo Rt. Rev. Dhiloraj Canagasabey joins Warden Rev'd Marc Billimoria and former Wardens
Dr. David Ponniah and Prof. Indra de Zoysa in cutting the 100 year anniversary cake. Pictures by Saman Sri Wedage

they needed a third option between government
and private universities. Thus, the gremument took
on this proposal o introduce a f

ilive
LITT, Mplﬂcinz AIT]

nrmnled '\\(I Rev. De Chickera whilst he encour-

aged dialogue between government and internati

chools to incorporate the best of both worlds,
omy I and to be aloof,

nt within the school

ill make it a great school, said the Reverend, but
the difficult part was ensuring that the Thomians
who leave the school gates, live by it and go out and
make a better world.

It is through this that the illustrious men will pass
on the rich quality of life to the next generation, he
said.

After mass, the gathering moved on to the main
hall where the special general assembly held
under the auspices of 5. Thomas' Warden, Rev.
Mare Billimori

WEATHERING THE STORM

Tracing the history of the school, he noted that
its founder thuu Chapmdn t had his eye on the
Governor’s House in Mt. Lavinia (now Mt. Lavinia
Hotel) but later humlml to Mutwal, a highly fash-
ionable residential address at the time as h ould
not ‘\ﬂn:d to purchase the Governor’s House.

For it grew and pro pered there, he
said. Despite the early years ¢ » the school
underwent a number of years nf turmoil after
op Chapman.

“When Warden Miller took over in 1878, he
found the school at the lowest steps of adversity in
terms of hoth human and financial resources. And
wardens after him, including |||yu-|f had to launch
many fund raising ap|
continued to funetion. With patience
Warden Miller secured the lulum of lhn
the time he retired in 1891, the school was once
more o a firm footing,” he sai

During the Miller years, 0ol also embarked
on several significant steps; in 1880 the first Royal-
Thomian cricket encounter was held. Tn 1884, the
college colours of blue, black and blue were intro-
duced and in 1886, the Old Boys' Association, one
of the oldest school alumni associations in the

ablished, to name a few,
n Warden Miller could not address

the

spac
The establishment of coal sheds within a short

0 meant that much of

the coal dust qnwlnpg-zl the school as the Colombo

ealed and the
new property in M. Lavinia was purchased, ironi-
cally within valking ditance from the irt plc
considered by

During the December holidays of 1917, the
school was moved to Mt. Lavinia

It has flourished since then under 11 wardens and
prospered through academie and sports achieve-
ments. It was also a time when the chapel and the
Board of Governors were established.

The school has weathered many storms and a

hool which has survived and pro
century is bound to have been a w
mll

e
he incumbent Warden traced this history as;

4IQVER THE LAST 100 YEARS,
EVERYTHING HAD CHANGED AT THE
SCHOOL BUT THE ONE UNCHANGING
FEATURE OF THE THOMIAN INSTITUTION
WAS ITS COMMITMENT TO INTEGRATED
EDUCATION;" HE SAID. THIS, HE SAID,
WAS THE SCHOOLS''COVENANT T
EDUCATION'- NOT WRITTEN BUT
ADHERED TO NEVERTHELESS#/

“During the 26 years in which Warden de Seram
held sway witnessed the disruption of World War II,
the founding of the three branch schoals, the
vement of the private fee levying status and
the achievement of excellence in every sphere.

‘The 1960s had Warden Davidson and Selvarat-
nam as the school faced challenges of nation;
with fortitude and courage.

In the 1970, under Wardens Anandanayagam
and Tllangakoon when the education system in Sri
Lanka was in the throes of chaos, STC stood firm
in the midst of the changing scenes.

In the 1980s, Warden Alwis not enly built build-
ings but also brought about excellence in academ-
ic, sports and other fields.

In the first decades of the 20th century when
Ww. the school,
1d nf vnlu cation.

Warde:

radical changes took place in the
And during our contemporary times,
Indra brought internationl experience mln the

mas” LollLL(’
Me. L avinia,"he said.
"Through it ;\]I we a\lemplml to be faithful to
i n from every quarter to
lcr 1o take on the changing
tems of the \mrltl and contribute to the nation and
the world," aid
From four l’r\lm- Ministers in independent Sri
Lanka to numerous public servants, memhun of
the judiciary, clergy, defence personnel, diplo-
¢ sel and numerous other fields, S.

has thrived and grown in

as' has produced outstanding leaders
decent men who have added flavour to the social
fabric of this and many other nations, added the
Warden.
The event
the assembly
shall Deshamanya PH. Mend

" Ella
Prefect 1057-1958), 1D, Bandaranavake (Head
Prefect uﬁmorl) V.PW. Wijegunawardena
(Head Prefect 1989-1990), Defence Secretary
KM, Waldyaratne (Head Prefect 1976), D,
N.G.R. P{’,rem (Head Prefect 1992), D.
gham (Head Prefect 2009-2010) and S. DS s
ni (Head Prefect 2017-2018).

‘The event also had the unveiling of the portrait
of Bishop E.A. Copleston by the Emeritus Arch-
daecon of Galle, Ven. V.L.P. Fernando and the
unveiling of the bust of Warden W.A. Stone by
Esmond Satarasinghe.

A special song written by Priya Pei
by the Canto Perpetua Choir.

S was sung



