School cricket season reaches its climax with Royal-Thomian

DINESH WEERAWANA

The 2017/18 inter-school cricket season will
reach its peak this weekend with the oldest
crrupted interschool match in world his
This season's school cricket will reach its
dmm with the 139th Battle of the Blues
cricket encounter between Royal and 8. Tha:
mas” which begins at SSC grounds tomorrow
(Friday).

Probably, this will be the first time sinc
l'l'h that the Batile of the Blues encounter
a Friday. The encounter which cus-
[lnnary rts on Thursday of the second week
in the month of March since it became a three-
day affair from the centenary encounter in
1979, has been put off by a day due to the
state ral of Most Venerable Daranagama
Kusaladhamma thera, Chief incumbent of Sri
Sambodhi Vi 1, Colombo and founder of
“The Buddhist” television and radio channel,
scheduled to be held on Thursday at the Inde-
pendence Square. Incidentally, the most ven-
erable thero is a distinguished old boy of Royal
College,

The Royal-Thomain encounter, the last of
the four main big matches, in Colombo will be
followed by a few more big matches in the
suburbs and outstations scheduled to be
played before the end of this month.

Interestingly, history was created on Tues-
day with Sri Lanka's fistever girls school
(ridwl big match in Nuwara Eliya « between

Gamini National School and Our Ladies
ka-r School at the Race Course grounds. It
is heartening to see the progress of girls'
schoals rmlu-t in Sri Lanlu llllll'r lh« dm-v

ife of lmmvr
captain Hashan Tillakaratne.

inter-school cricket structure is
dered one of the best, if not the best and
m-ﬂ‘-mnn sed one in the wordd. Many mlrml

Taves hailed S
structune which has five different age groups
under three divisions in each age category.
Over the years, it e Lhe feeder pool Lo
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Recognising talent; inspiring greatness
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the national l('anl There has not been an
organize ericket tournament for
Under-19 until J(\ despite the island-wide
participation. All what they had until then
were friendly matches, some over a century
old.

There was hardly any recognition for the
milestone achievements of schoolboy ericket-
ers. Lack of an organized inter-school touma-
ment deprived youngt schoalboys of their due
mecognition. n the Sri Lanka Schools
Cricket Association (SLSCA) first had only &
limited over knock out tournament at Under-
19 level, on completion of the first XI matches
and traditional big matches, that too from late
s

anka's Nagship English newspaper - the
Sunday Observer, and its publisher Lake

House understood the need o recognize the
talents of the country’s schoolboy cricketers
and inspiring them to continue their careers
at club leved,
It is with that vision in mind that the Sun-
commenced the Observer
ricketer of the Year contest way
back in 1978/79. That proved to be a resound-
ing success and the event ultimately turned
out 1o be the most looked forwanl to event in
school cricket calendar. Ever since the then
Royal captain n Madugalle was adjud ged
the Observer Schoolbay Cricketer of the Year
in 1979, Sri Lanka’s first ever interschool
ericket awanls show has produced many leg-
endary ericketers nlw have played for Sri
Lanka with distinction.
Playing its true corporate social responsibil-

ity mole as the country’s premier English
newspaper - the Sunday Observer gave birth
to the country’s firstever Schools Cricket
Awards ceremony four decades ago al Nava-
rangahala, Colombo 7 in 1979, It was a fit-
ting tribute o Madugalle who Jed (he Reid
Avenue bays in the centenary Battle of the
Blues ericket encounter againgt S, Thonas” in
the same year. Crowning Madugalle as the
first-ever Observer Schoolboy Cricketer of
the Year was a memorable and a great begin-
ning not only to the prestigious contest but
also for the il of the titk

later went on to play for Sri Lanka and now
the Chief Match Referce of the I

Cricketer of the Year on successive years - in
1983 and 1984

A household name in school cricket dum 4
early 80s he first won the *Obsery,
Cricketer of the Year™ title in 1983 \hl"l arich
harvest with the willow.

He continued 1o let his willo
talking in the following year
super form won him the title for the second
successive year in 1984,

Although former Ananda captain Arjuna
Ranatunga too had wen the Observer School-
boy Cricketer of the Year title twice prior to
anatungs had not won the crown

Cricket Coun

of its cherished
history, the Mega Show has produced some of
the legendary cricketers that Sri Lanka nas
ever produced luding the country’
‘World Cup-winning captain turned m
Arjuna Ranatunga, world's highest wicket-tak-
er in Test ericket Muttiah Muralitharan and
the most valuable player of the 1996 World
Cup tournament in w Sri Lanka emerged
champions, Sanath Jay.hﬂrlyz
Besides these mnts, the Observer
Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year contest has
baptized some of the most cutstanding play-
ers to the big league - 1996 World Cup star
Asanka Gurusinha, former captains Roshan
Mahanama and Marvan Atapattu to name a
few,
Winning the ObserverMobitd Schoolboy
Cricketer of the Year title has boen the dream
of every schoolboy ericketer as they generally
believe that the ot
lh-mﬁluv-rln wiar

sn:

tile had made their Sri Lanka debut in
next o o some of them just months
after winning the ‘Crown’. There are three
past ObserverMobitd Schoolboy Cricketer of
the Year main award winners in the current
Sri Lanka team - Dinesh C imal (2009),
Niroshan Dickwedla (2012) and Kusal Mendis
(2013). The trio stepped into the
team just months after their crowning glory to
become vitalingredients to the national team.

Sri Lanka Test captain Chandimal is the
most experienced of the three, winning the
prestigions  Observer-Mobitel  Schoolboy
Cricketer of the Year title in 2009 when he
was representing Ananda College, Colombo.
Former Trinity skipper, Dickwella won the
Observer-Mobitel Schoolboy Cricketer of the
Year title in 2012,

Kusal Mendis, who led Prince of Wales Col-
lege, Moratuwa with distinction, was adjudged
Observer-Mobitel Schoolboy Cricketer of the
Year in 2013,

Former Nalanda captain and ex-ICC Match
Referve Roshan Mahanama was the first to
win the prestigious Observer Schoolboy

E ¥ first won the
coveted title in 1980 after Ranjan Madugalle
but failed to repeat the following year, finish-
ing runner up to Rohan Buultiens of St.
Peter’s. However, in his final inter-school first
XTI season for Ananda, Ranatunga was crowned
Observer \‘Imnlhm' Cricketer of the Year

‘ollowing Ranatunga and Mahanama to join
the select band of schoolhoy cricketers to win
the Observer Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year
title twice each were Thilan Samaraweera
(1994 and 1995), Lahiru Peiris (2004 and
2005), Bhanuka Rajapaksa (2010 and 2011)
and Charith Asalanka (2015 and 2016).
Finding huge funding that is needed to host
a great show of this magnitude is no easy task
Although the cost to host the show in the first
cwplvdl\h‘-\‘mlw-sw narginally e \lil wasa
c

by
which sponsored the inaugural show and the
Bata Shoe Company which followed,

But the entry of Sri Lanka Telecom Mobited
as the sponsor added value (o the Mega Show,
improving the standard of the event to solid
trophies and larger cash awards. The Obses
erMobitel partmership which oelebrates
11th successive year, has not only recognizes
the achievements of schoolboy cricketers but
alse o rewand their coaches and masterin-
charges, who mak et role in molding the
next generation of champion cricketers.

b ile

provider, continues to provide that
nection” to the Observer Schoolboy Cricketer
of the Year Contest. Under the directions of

S Kumarasingha, the Chicf
].xn‘ll\ dificer of the SET Mobited's Nalin

Perera has made a great contribution towards
the success of the event during the past dec-
ade.

The Observer-Mobitel Schoolbay Cricketer
of the Year continues to enjoy the lnm!ﬂmd
mg association of the

tion unck'r the blessings of Sri Lanka Cri
(SLC), headed by Deputy Speaker Thilanga
Sumathipala,



