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‘100 years at Mount' captures the
pride and privilege associated with
being a Thomian. It is a book that
captures the glory of one of the best
schools in the country.

“Tam extremely happy that we rmc
been able to complete this tasl
time for the centenary bitions
this year. It is all the more commes
able because the young gentleme
who have been part of the project
have been extremely busy with start-
ing off their lives at University or
workplace an\:l lmw et found time
to engage rch and writing,
mrl Warden Rev. Viare Billmori
oriafran
never in wildest dreams did he
ever imagine he would be commis-
sioning a passionate group of old
Thomians to complete the last 25
years of history, updating what he
started in 1993, to have a book cover-
ing 100 years,

“I feel deeply satisfied about the
project because 1 know the late War-
den Neville de Alwis
to compile 75 Years
for the celebrations of 1993 would
have been so glad that the project he
started has been completed in this

way.
So many attempts had been made

Oshanthaka Cabraal

prior to 1993 to update the College
history after W. T. Keble's magnum
opus of 1937 but it wasn't until War-
den de Alwis requested me to under-
take the task soon after I leit school
and joined nu- academic staff that the
Years at
erfect. Having stud-
ied History for my degree after hav-
ng worked on the book I can see so
many shortcomin; flaws. So 1
weleomed the chance to put certain
things right this time and ‘75 Years at
Mount” has been revised and slightly
expanded as well. It has been an
attempt {0 have within one volume a
chronological account of the story of
STC at Mount Layinia and with the
last 25 years being added by my
voung colleagues I believe we have
achieved this goal,” explained RevBil-
limoria.
The College is 167 old this
vearout of it 100 years have been
spent at Mount Lavini, The instu-
tion has grown in numbe
other ways. “Our reputation i mmu
and the demand for admission to STC
grows every year. We are not a perfect
school and [ daresay no school today
can boast that it is perfect but we are
0 be faithful to our
ion and to the

ears

ethos that we
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SUSSEX
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have inherited. Tradition is d)’nan c
and so the Thomiantradition contin-
ues to evolve. All in all the school is
doing well,” stated the Warden.

The

two main parts. Part 1 is the original
75 Years at Mount' fully revised and
expanded slightly by Rev Billimoria
himself. The Book also contains pho-

Sections from 1918 Lo date as well as
of the various buildings. As append
ces there are important lists of names
as well.

“In this task I was assisted by Sen-
alSencviratne, one of the young gen-
tlemen on the Committee for Part 2
who had an outstanding academic
and extra- curricular record at Col-
ege.

Part 2 contains the last 25 vears in

Sidath Gajanayaka

chronological order and this section

has been compiled by a committee led

by SidathGajanayake and Oshan-

thakaCabraal two outstanding recent

products of the school,” said RevBil-
n

e is nostalgic when he recalls the
days, 25 years ago, when he worked
on ‘75 years at Mount', “In revising
75 Years at Mount’ and being
involved in the rest of the book with
the Committee I was reminded of the
process of getting ‘75 Years at Mount'
out in 1992/1993. The role played by
my late mother Marguerite Billimori:
in typing out the handwritten script
on a batiered Olivetti typewriter, of

he Duchess of Sus-
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Darren White

my mentor the late Warden De Alwis
rwlim, and correcting the proofs, of

w trips by bus to Amold's Interna-
\mlm! Printing House at Union Place
to meet R. L. de Alwis who handled
and nurluuked the printing, inter-
viewing a number of prominent old
Thomians and the many late hours
spent in the Archives at the College
Library. So many memories come
flooding back. I do hope the young
gentlemen who have been involve
this task, will have as many memories
to speak of later.”

“Our book is not a perfect work, I
was very eonscious of this in 1993

ime round too all of us are
i We leave it to
0 2 more analytical history
at some point in the future. We also
acknowledge, as I did in 1993, that
there are bound to be many lapses
and omissions, none of wl are
intentional or done with any inten-
tion to hurt anyone. We hape that we
l\Ul for any mistakes

n this book and that if
there are \IJL|| things that they be
brought to our attention so that we
can put things right in future edi-
" explained Billimoria.

Co Author Oshanthaka Cabrnl
is an old boy of SThomas' College
and a teacher of English Literature at
College. He is currently reading for
his BA (Hons) at Kelaniya. Cabraal is
extremely enthusiasti out the
book coming out and considers it a
great honour and privilege to be one
of the u. Authors of the book

b story on Mount

Lavinia wnucn by Father Mare Billi-
moria, when he was in the staff

in 1993, The task was

da

sex appears alongside the
leader of the Scottish

Conservatives, Ruth

Davidson, and the
Dia Liga n Vogue magazine's
in's 25
most m(‘luenllal ann asplrﬂlonal
female fi
Vogue 25 o2 it of what the fash-
ion publication says is “an extraor-
dinary cast of leaders defining -

and redefining - the way we live

no
The women range in age from 22
(Lipa) to 73 (Baroness Hale, the
President of the Supreme Court).
Among them are figures from the
worlds of politics, the arts, fash-
ion, media and sport, among oth-
ers. The Harry Potter author, JK
Rowling, is one of the most recog-
nisable names on the list, along

with the human rights lawyer Amal

Clooney, Black Panther actress
Letitia Wright, fashion designer
Stella McCartney, the artistic
director of the Royal Gourt, Vicky
Featherstone, and the models E
Camphell and Adwoa Aboah.
Also chosen are Katharine Viner,
editor-in-chief of the Guardian,
along with reporters Amelia Gen-

tleman, who exposed the Windrush

scandal, and Carole Cadwallad,
who broke the Cambridge Anal
ca/Facebook story.
Following her wedding to Prince
Harry, the Duchess of Sussex is
hailed by Vogue as a person who
‘captured the public imagination
like no other this year".

wis for the 75th r\mnvmm of the
school in Mount Lavinia. When plan-
ning to celebrate 100 years this year,

“Then we formed the team that con-
sists of myself and Co Author Sidath
Gajanayake who i currntly study-

L

is

wl o Law o college and
working in Vega Innoations, The et
of the commitice members have also
all left school and are pursuing their
own individual caree Cabraal,

“This_book covers the history of
STC. in Mount Lavinia from 1918
The School shifted fmm I\Iul wal to
Mount Lavinia on tl 26,
1938 So o there omwands 41 i
end of 2017 is covered in Part 2 of the

%

“College started in Mutwal from

¥ % )
Y |
Vidath Samararatne

1851 ~ December 1917, We complet-
ed the book on Jz uary 26, 2018. It
has been a great all of us
as kids at cmku read the Warden's
book 75 years at Mount

That really inspired all of us to
leam college history. 1 remember
when [ was in Grade 9 they taught us
College History. So by reading War-
den's book we understood what the

chool has gone through aver the
mnm during the
war s. So we are
vory foctunate to be. ivolved in

The magazine says the duchess -
one o te most racognisable
women in the world” - ha:
nfliencs tat "stretches far
beyond the ceaseless coverage of
her style — as a bi-racial cam-
paigning feminist from America,
she is helping to forge a new 21st
century identity for the monar-
chy” Davidson is praised by the
magazine as a “beacon, thanks to
her relatable personality and
progressie deas” among 3

The publication also ctes
the politician’s “spectacular gains
for her party in the last Scottish
elections” as a reason for her
position on its list.

2, who won two Brit Awards
this year after being the first
worman to receive five nomina-
tions on one night, is
described by Vogue
asa “culture defin-

Duchess of Sussex

something like this as young people,”
expleined Cobral
uthor Sidath Gajanayake

pmmm out that they have painstake
ingly gone through the college maga-
zines and that it has been a true labor
of lov
“It covers ever year and we have

E-

Senal Seneviratne

compiled the most important facts
into the book. We have even inter-
viewed many resantpeople and o
their comments. ook is divided
into sections umnung to the periods
of the Wardens of the College.
how we have divided the main
ters. We want to document how
have changed with the different War-
dens at College. We ha
rated many of the

events that

took place in College,” said Gaja
ake.
Cnmmillee Member Darre

en
was naturally drawn
o ng been involved
Vit the Colloge Magazine during is
time at school.

“Doing this project has been a reun-
fon of sorts with the other guys. I
really am happy that we have been
ableto resemtily e e oo
ject because it m alot to me and
the others,” md Whie.

Committee Member  Viduth
Samararaine, chims ho fkes to

s he

er".“Her hit New Rules, an
anthem of female empowerment,
1aid out a biueprint for modern sex
lives and has, to date, had more
than a billion views

on YouTube;”
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Warden Rev. Marc Billimoria

deal with histor s he
thoroughly enjoyed compiling the

This book is a comprehensive his-
tory of the College and I really think
that it will make great reading,” said
Samararatne.

Committee Member Sen:
Smmml...e. said he was !niual!)‘
ng Warden Billim
mwl\dlm{ and editing lhu l|r~l sec-
tion of the book which is the original

s research
work. For me it was tough. I would

y that because by the time [ started
years at Mount’ was estab
s a5  souree of history of &
and the amending proc
because | had to be cer
crodibilty of the primary sources and
sercadiny amires” i, Seneicith

Cnmmmee Member Warren
White, said that ST.C has done a lot
for its students and that this was one
way of giving back.

“Being involved with many facets
of College is something really special
because College has meant a lot to us
and it still does. This is a way of pass-
ing this on to the future generations
as well,” said White,

Warren White Pictures by Sarath Peiris

‘100 Years at Mount’ will
released on Tuesday, June 19 at 6.30
pm at the College Hall at S. T. C.
Mount Lavinia.

Whoever wishes to purchase a copy
can come can do so after the official
launch. A distinguished old boy of the
College Dr. NimalSanderatne will be
the Chief Guest at the launch which
will be in the presence of officials of
the College, members of the Board
of Governors and members of
the OBA and PTA of the
College.

the magazine says.

The feature appears in the July
issue of Vogue, on sale on Friday,
june 8.



