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 S.T.C. GURUTALAWA – A NOTE 

 

1.   St. Thomas College is an Anglican Church School commenced in                      

in Mutwal.  It changed its location to the present site at Mt. Lavinia in 

1851. 

 

2. The commencement of the 2nd World War had it’s effect on our country, 

particularly the attack on Colombo and Trincomalee in April 1942 which 

prodded the British military authorities to requisition the premises of 

S.T.C. – Mt. Lavinia for a military hospital. The school was thus compelled 

to evacuate. Whilst one section of the school shifted to St. Paul’s, 

Milagiriya, another shifted to Kingswood College in Peradeniya, and a 

smaller section  first to Getambe in Peradeniya and thereafter to 

Gurutalawa in April, 1942. 

 

3. The College at Gurutalawa  thus came to be regarded as a branch of S.T. 

C. – Mt. Lavinia . The other branches are S.Thomas’  Preparatory School 

at Kollupitiya and S.T.C. Bandarawela.   The Bandarawela and Kollupitiya 

Schools started as Preparatory Schools having classes from Kindergarten 

to Standard 5. They were the feeding ground for the Gurutulawa and Mt. 

Lavinia colleges.  While Gurutalawa had classes up to, the  Ordinary Level 

Exams, Mt. Lavinia has always had classes from Kindergarten to Advanced 

Level Examinations.  Both the Kollupitiya and Bandarawela branches 

subsequently proceeded to have classes from 6th Standard or Lower-

Fourth upwards to Ordinary Level and Advanced Level Examinations.  

With the commencement of higher classes by Kollupitiya and more 

particularly Bandarawela, the supply of students to S.T.C. Gurutalawa 

from those sources dried up.  It thus became necessary for S.T.C. 

Gurutalawa in later years also to commence classes from Kindergarten 
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upwards so that those students would continue their education from 

standard 6 onwards at Gurutalawa. 

 

4. In the past the intake to the Lower 4th Grade 6 was mainly from the Prep 

Schools at Bandarawela and Kollupitiya. The students who came from 

these schools had been given a sound academic foundation. They were 

also well disciplined familiar with the routines of boarding school life and 

were aware of Thomian traditions.  Their passage to Gurutalawa was 

smooth and free of the difficulties of adjustment to a new environment. 

No such assumptions could be made about the new comers after 1970 

who came from different schools with different backgrounds. 

 

5. Gurutalawa is situated approximately 5 ½ miles from  Welimada on the 

Welimada-Boralanda-Haputale Road. The approach to Gurutalawa itself is 

through a plateau with the road like a ribbon between the tall pine trees.   

The village is inhabited primarily by Muslim families.  The area is well-

known for vegetable cultivation particularly potatoes for which the 

Rahangala farm is famous for. 

 

6. It is a beautiful place. Accordingly to some- a garden of Eden.The climate 

is cool and temperate, ideal for study and sports.  The Campus lies under 

the shadows of the Gonagala and Warden’s Hill Mountains.. Towards 

Boralanda Rahangala is  prominently  visible and if it is clear in the 

evening, Totapola is also visible further away from the Tennis Courts the 

mountain range from Ohiya, Spreading through Idalgashinna, Haputale 

and Bandarawela  can be seen. In  fact whilst students are at evening 

Prep and even after 9.30  p.m when the lights are switched off for the 

night any body can clearly hear the train, probably the night mail  from 

Badulla to Colombo----------   the track with the noise receding and again 

getting clear on an off. 
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7. Another unique feature of life in Gurutalawa are the vast opportunities for 

outdoor activities.  Its rolling patnas and mountains offer an environment 

which would be the------   of any urban school boy. Making use of this 

environment.  Hiking on weekends has always been a very popular 

pastime.  The first hike had been in 1942 when  the entire school had 

participated. 

 

8. In the early days the seniors, sometimes accompanied by Dr. Hayman had 

walked to Horton Plains and World’s End via Ohiya and come back by way 

of Pattipola. Then and  even in the ‘60’ Leopards were believed to ---------

-----these areas. 

 

 

9. The College is unique in more ways than one.   In February 1942, Mr. & 

Mrs. Lesley de Saram made a generous gift of their farm consisting of 35 

acres of land, to the College. This included a large furnished bungalow, 3 

cottages, farm buildings, garages, stores, a dairy herd, a clock of sheep, 

some poultry, vegetable gardens, orchards, pasture land etc. etc. 

Together with all the buildings that have come up during the last 60 

years, the Campus as presently constituted presents a unique site in a 

unique environment. The Campus is completely ensconced by tall trees. 

Heavy winds which were experienced in the area even a few years ago 

left the entire campus untouched due to the wind belt which holds a 

protective arm around the Campus although other ………. Etc in the -------- 

were not that fortunate. The College is surrounded on two sides by the 

Gonagala and Warden’s Hill mountains. The Campus is in the shape of the 

letter “C” with paddy fields cultivated by the villagers in the center.  
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10. The farm had Fresian cows who supplied all the requirements of milk. The 

excess was converted to butter which was available to the College. At one 

time even cheese was produced. The poultry supplied all the requirements 

of eggs. At   present chicken is the regular and popular animal protein 

which is served to the Students 4—5 times a week.The farm also included 

a flock of sheep. Many have seen sheep for the first time at Gurutalawa. 

 

11. The  orchards were replete with Fruit trees some them      rare and  

unique. The seedless persimmon was the jewel in the crown.  All students 

eyes the forbidden fruit. It had a permanent protective covering of wire 

mesh and no  one dashed to venture forth. There were also oranges, 

mandarins, guavas, pears and peaches.  Orchads were strictly out of 

bounds. The giant sized leeches which abounded the orchards were also a 

different to the ………..  frame. 

 

12. The gardens were beautifully laid out and flowers were picked and 

regularly sent for sale. Mrs.Hayman and Maarkers who were on the 

Tutorial Staff from time to time ----------- to the garden with care. Most of 

the vegetables required  were grown in the vegetable plots of the College. 

 

13. In the early days  the former bedrooms of Mr. Leslie de Saram’s house 

though inadequate had served as dormitories. As the corridors were  

wide, some had been used to house the seniors,  whilst others served as 

classrooms and dining hall. A wide staircase leading down to a bathroom  

was used as a science lecture hall. Desks hall been made to fit the stairs 

on which the students sat. The walls separating the bathrooms at the foot 

of the stairs had been brought down and the Laboratory was created..  

The Headmaster and Chaplain made other bathrooms  their  abode. Other 

members the staff lived in cottages. 
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14. A new activity was organized as usual by Father Foster, Bird Watching.  It 

was surprising that no one had though of this before since fifty different 

varieties of birds had been identified at Gurutalawaz an ornithologist’s 

paradise. 

15. On May 12th 1942 school reopened for the second term at Gurutalawa The 

original students numbered 57, amongst whom were Mr. Bradman 

Weerakoon, Mr. S.K. Wickremasinghe, and Mr. C.L. Wickremasinghe.  

There were two day-boys whose parents happened to own property within 

walking distance from the College. These students belonged to classes 

from Lower 4th to Upper 6th or Standard 5 to Standard 10 or as presently 

known, Year 6 to Year 10.  

 

16. The original staff included Dr. R.L. Hayman, as Headmaster and the 

Reverend A.J. Foster,as Chaplain.Dr. Hayman, had, taught Physics and 

Mathematics to the Seniors and  the Rev. A.J. Foster had taught English, 

History and Divinity. Later on Dr. Hayman, coached swimming apart from 

being in charge of Scouting and the Outward Bound School. Fr. Foster, 

coached Cricket and much later initiated Bird-Watching. 

 

17. Everybody arose at 5.45 a.m. and the school day ended at 9.30 p.m. The 

time to rise, sleep, meals, commencement and ending of periods and 

sports activities were all announced and dictated to by the College Bell. 

School had two sessions with a Lunch interval and a short break in the 

morning session.  P.T. was held in the morning in the bracing cold.  No 

banians and shorts had  be worn. There were two period of ‘prep’ one 

before breakfast and the other before dinner.  Games was compulsory. On 

rainy days when normal sports activities were not possible, boys were 

encouraged to go on cross country runs and get back to College by 6.00 

p.m. These runs were across valleys and mountains amongst the most 

picturesque scenes in the area. Fr.Foster had intimated these 
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………………… ……….  And later on students set about it  unsurprised. At 

the beginning  Power had been provided by a generator, and lamps  had 

been let when the generator was switched off. 

 

18. Changes were subsequently made in the school time-table, made 

conveniently as most of  the students were boarders.  The new school 

routine was as follows: 

 

6.55 – 7.50 a.m. Morning Prep 

7.55 a.m.           Breakfast 

8.30 a.m.         Chapel 

8.45 a.m– 12.50 p.m. first session of sic periods 

1.45 – 3.45 p.m. Second session of three periods. 

 

An innovation was the introduction of P.T., Gymnastics, Swimming or the 

“Assault” course in the 3rd period of the morning for the Middle School and 

in the 4th for the Upper School. The idea was to break up the long session 

of 6 periods in the morning with a period of physical activity. Wood work 

was also taught in the Middle School while the seniors had Saturday 

classes. 

 

19. Amongst the subjects originally taught were Divinity, Latin, Greek, 

Classical, History, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Tringnometry, Higher 

Maths, Applied Maths etc. Agriculture, Wood work and Bee keeping were 

also subjects that were taught in the early days. The College was  noted 

for its excellent standard of English.  Latin continued to be taught even 

until the 1960s. 

 

20. English was the sole medium of instruction until Govt. Policy changed. 

Sinhala and Tamil were subjects in the curriculum.   
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21. With the arrival of the Age of Information and Technology, Computer 

classes and equipment have been put in place. 

 

22. Sports and allied activities down the  years have included Cricket, Hockey, 

Soccer, Rugger, Athletics, Tennis, Basket Ball, Squash, Boxing, 

Badminton, Volley Ball, Swimming, Water Polo, Life Saving, Horse Riding, 

Rifle Shooting, Boating, Mountain Trekking, Hiking, Cross Country Runs, 

Bird Watching, Scouting, Weight Lifting, Karate, Gymnastics. Cadetting, 

Scouting, Cubbing, Outward Board School 

 

23. There were several horses who were used to train boys in horse riding. 

Those who did horse riding could go on long rides across the mountains 

and other roads and parks. 

 

24. The lake close by promoted the advent of boating though the sport was 

not very successful. 

 

25. In most sports activities that the College participated at Inter-School level 

they fared satisfactorily.  Certain teams went across to India, for their 

sports activities. 

 

26. The swimming pool was officially opened in 1953. It was celebrated with a 

swimming gala in which competitors from S. Thomas’College, Mt. Lavinia, 

The Colombo Swimming club, The Hill School and S.T.C. Gurutalawa took 

part.  Dr. Hayman mounted the diving stage and declared the bath open.  

He welcomed the competitors  and spectators and thanked  them for the 

encouragement of their presence under such disheartening circumstances.  

He gave the bath as a present from his wife and himself to the College. 

He expressed a hope that it would spread the knowledge of swimming 
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and particularly of life saving not only among the members of the school 

but amongst others who were resident in the district. 

 

 

 

27. A few of the pioneer students returned to College immediately their 

education was over and joined the teaching staff.  They continued until 

retirement.  Mr. O.E.J. De Soysa and Mr. A.K. Chapman are two of the 

very first. Several other old boys did short stints at teaching from time to 

time. 

 

28. The Masters and the Minor Staff were all resident within the Campus.Each 

of the Masters took charge or coached some sport or other activity outside 

of the class rooms. 

 

29. The monthly fees per boy had originally  been Rs. 55/- inclusive of School 

fees and the -/50 cts a week pocket money.  Dr. Hayman made it a point 

to personally distribute the money. He thus meet each boy in an individual 

capacity at least once a week. Dr Hayman had utilised most of  his 

personal means to keep the College going, and had even helped out 

Warden  De Saram at the Peradeniya Branch when requested. 

 

30. The Sinhalese Society, in the very early days had staged a  musical  

drama “Rama and Sita”, Bradman Weerakoon had played the part of Sita.   

 

31. Years later an operetta ‘A Lad in and Out’ was produced by Mr. B.J.H. 

Bahar of the staff, and when staged at Nuwara  Eliya delighted the 

audience.The Sinhala Drama Society was also active. For the first time in 

the history of the school Mr. A.K. de Alwis  produced a ballet “Bahirawa”. 
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32. The center for public exams was the Govt. School in the adjoining village 

of Wangiakumbura. 

 

33. A canteen and a co-operative store presently supplies all the requirements 

of stationary and short-eats etc. 

 

34. Originally, clothes used to be taken by the dhoby once a week for washing 

and ironing. Presently this is supplemented by the laundry. 

 

35. The barber was available on Saturdays and Sundays procured from the 

barber saloon at Boralanda. 

 

36. Students are transported for various sports activities to Colombo and 

other places in the College vans. 

 

37. The sick room manned by qualified medical staff provide the necessary 

First Aid and medication. An Isolation room is situated adjacent to house 

boarders who contact contagious diseases. 

 

38. Out-breaks of infectious diseases like Mumps, Chicken Pox and Measles 

regularly …………. School activities. Often cadet camps, sports events etc 

had to be postponed/cancelled due to these afflictions. 

 

39. The sick room was subsequently extended and a separate surgery 

provided.  This was Mrs. Hayman’s area.  She tended to the sick so well 

that many boys loved to fall ill in order to gorge on the food she insisted 

must be eaten. 

 

40. The students and the staff have their meals in the dining room. Two 

separate sittings become necessary when the number of students 
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increase. The entire requirement of bread etc. are produced in the College 

bakery. In the early days new comers from the Peradeniya Branch 

complained about the food, and eventually refused to  partake of a 

breakfast of Batala. Dr Hayman  thereafter had all his meals with the boys 

and continued to do so till his retirement. 

 

41. On 3rd November 1948,  a fire almost destroyed the entire classroom 

block.  The arsonist was never discovered. It because  apparent that  the 

main mana-thatched roof of the junior dormitories posed a terrible 

danger. This was replaced with asbestos sheets. The building was divided 

into three dormitories – Read, De Saram  and Garnier,  and for the first 

time seniors and junior were housed separately. 

 

42. In 1944  the Board of Governors decided that there was to be only one 

boarding house in the interest of economy and eventually and that was to 

be situated in Gurutalawa with accommodation for 150 boarders.  The 

branch at Peradeniya was to be closed down and the boarders moved to 

Gurutalawa.  For  two years the College had been divided into four 

branches with two separate boarding establishments at Peradeniya and 

Gurutalawa.  The buildings at Gurutalawa designed by Mr. Shirley D’Alwis, 

the University Architect combined with the eye and hand of the artist a 

thorough grasp of practical needs,---------- in convenient, airy, simple but 

beautiful buildings blending harmoniously with the surroundings.  The 

material employed was to be stone. What was tobe put up at Gurutalawa 

was to be good and lasting, serving the …………….. generation and many 

generations to come”. 

 

43. For the first time in the history of St. Thomas’ the boys were privileged to 

be able to take an active part in the building of their own school.  It was 

“Shramadana” put into practice as early as 1944. The entire job of cutting, 
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leveling and carrying away the soil was done by the staff, ladies included, 

the boys and the domestic staff led by Dr. Hayman dressed in his old 

khaki  shorts and black swimming costume. 

 

44. The Chapel was dedicated on -------------- The Rt. Rev. Archibald Rollo 

Graham Campbell, Bishop of Colombo, the Rt. Rev. Lakdasa De Mel,( later 

Bishop of Kurunegala) with a the chaplain Rev. Foster and other members 

of the Clergy officiated.. The blessing  of the School buildings also took 

place on day. The plaque commemorating the gift of the Farm by 

Mr.Leslie De Saram, was also blessed  on this day.  The Chapel was 

dedicated to St.Francis of Assisi. It   continues to remain an imposing 

frontage of the main entrance of the School 

 

45. New buildings have been constructed and put into use.  These are the 

Laboratory, Library, the main hall and several classrooms and dormitories. 

 

46. In 1953 a full sized statue of St. Francis of Assisi  was placed on the niche 

in the Chapel Wall. This is what strikes a visitor as he first enters the 

school.  Work on the statue began in January, 1953 on a massive trunk of 

satinwood, several hundred pounds in weight. In November, 1957 the 

statue 5 foot 8 inches in height and 500 lbs in weight was ready. 

 

47. A new block of classrooms for the middle school with four large rooms, a 

large staff room and several other classrooms were constructed in 1976. 

It was named after Mr. S.K. Wickremasinghe, a member of the Board of 

governors and a founder member of the School in 1942. 

 

48. Two questions which are the subjects of de bate arose with expansion of 

the school. 

What is the maximum number of students the School should have and 
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Will it be appropriate to have A Level Classes and senior boys in their late 

teens ? 

 

49. In his Prize Day Report of 1950, with The Lord Bishop of Colombo as chief 

Guest, Dr. Hayman stressed the necessity of having classes up to the 

College Form. The present practice was for boys to leave for Mt. Lavinia 

after the G.C.E. “O’ Level thus draining the school of leadership and 

experience. 

 

50. The Headmaster also began advanced level classes in 1980 with the 

consent of the board of governors . In a personal communication to the 

editor Mr. De Silva, states, “The Old boys’ Association at the annual 

general meeting in February 1979 resolved to recommend to the Board of 

Governors that an advanced level course of studies be given to the post 

G.C.E. (O/L) class pupils who qualify to study in the A.L. class.  Hitherto 

all pupils who qualified had been admitted to S.T.C. Mt. Lavinia. A number 

of students were able to enter the University but on the whole the 

experiment was not a success.  The difficulty was to retain qualified 

teachers in the school at this level. As a result of this and other 

constraints these classes were done away with in 1987. 

 

51. None of us in those days, I feel sure, every foresaw a day when 

Gurutalawa would embrace a complete primary and secondary school 

from grade 1 to 12 and that it will soon do so is evidence of the 

enterprise, vision and hard work of those who have brought it about”. 

 

52. In January, 1982 a firm decision was taken to continue with the advanced 

level classes and new graduate teachers were appointed in all science 

subjects. In January, 1983 an advanced level commerce course was also 

started. The presence of these classes ensured that there would be fifty to 
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sixty mature boys aged between seventeen and twenty who could provide 

leadership to the school and exercise disciplinary control of students 

through a respected prefects body.  Further, the brightest students and 

excellent all round sportsmen were retained by the school enabling it to 

field Under 19 teams in all Inter School Sports competitions this had been 

impossible earlier since students usually passed their O/L at 15 or 16. 

 

53. The college had, by 1982 a well established Lower School with classes 

from Grade 1 to 6  Mr. Cyril  Perera the Lower School supervisor ran this 

section all by himself displaying conspicuous qualities of leadership and 

tact in dealing with an entirely female staff. Outstanding among them 

were Mrs. Dahanayake Yapa, Miss C. Jayasinghe and Miss J. Lawrence. 

 

54. By now 95% of students hailed from non-English speaking homes, and 

the clamour from parents was for more and better English teaching 

indeed, it was often cited by parents as being the main reason for their 

spending on private school education. One distressing shortcoming among 

students was their shyness, diffidence or inability to carry on a simple 

conversation in English and in this respect they fell far short of their 

counterparts at S.T.C. Mt. Lavinia and St. Thomas’ Prep School Colpetty. A 

multi-pronged strategy to improve English throughout the school was 

adopted. Every effort was made to provide for the Total Immersion of 

students in an  English speaking atmosphere. There was English 

everywhere and, as far as possible, only teachers conversant in English 

were recruited. Spoken English classes were held after school, 

compulsorily, twice a week for all grades. During  normal classes, the 

government Text Books were supplemented with a series of Work Books 

for Grades 5 to 12. Two courses were made available on audio cassettes. 

Special T.. lesson on video cassettes were made available in the T.V. 

viewing room. 
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55. In 1947 the numbers started at 110, but they increased as the year went 

on and reached 128 before the year ended.  From the beginning of 1947. 

S. Thomas’ at Gurutalawa was considered a separate school in the eyes of 

the Department of Education. 

 

56. Numbers increased to 153 boarders and 6 day boys in 1949  

 

57. The numbers in the school were steadily rising. In 1950 there were 182 

boarders and 6 day boys.   

 

58. The numbers in the school grew gradually. The following were the figures 

for the period 1950 – 1955. 

 

Year     No. of students 

1950 184 

1951 188 

1952 201 

1953 211 

1954 222 

1955 231 

58.The school continued to grow steadily through the years and by 1962 it  

had reached the three hundred mark. 

 

The number in the school were as follows: 

 

1956 237 

1957 238 

1958 255 

1959 243 
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1960 277 

1961 297 

1962 300 

 

 

   59. The numbers in the school were as follows: 

1966 346 290 boarders 56 days boys 

1967 388 312 boarders 76 day boys 

1968 400 318 boarders 88 day boys 

 

60. The number of students in the school were in the four hundreds. In 1971 

there were 404 boys , 314 being boarders and 90 day boys. 

 

61. 1974 – 433 students – 330 boarders and 39 day boys 

 

62. The growth of the school was such that by July 1983 there were 1247 

students on roll; 750 of them were boarders and 497 were day-scholars. 

The Board of governors advised the Headmaster that numbers be frozen 

at this level. In 1986 there were 61 on the tutorial staff. 38 in the Upper 

School, 23 in the Lower. Office staff, matrons and other cadres amounted 

to a further 18, and there were 37 minor employees. 

 

63. One of the regular  features of the  College Calendar was the visit to St. 

Michael’s college Batticoloa.  Father S.J..K. Crowther, a well known 

Thomian Cricket captain of the past, was teaching at St. Michael’s. The 

American Jesuit Priests at St. Michael’s were known to Dr. Hayman and 

used to stay at Gurutalawa during the school holidays.  These factors 

were probably responsible for the reciprocal visits that developed. Cricket, 

football and boxing were some of the activities. The visit to St. Michael’s 

was both enjoyable and enriching because it enabled boys from the south 
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to see the Eastern Province, some probably for the first and last time, and 

also to get acquainted with the culture of the Tamil people.  It was greatly 

conducive to communal harmony which has always existed at St.Thomas’ 

and has been part of the Thomian tradition. 

 

64. An important innovation was the change in the format of the terminal 

reports received by the boys.  They were very comprehensive and 

furnished parents with detailed information on a student’s work and 

capabilities in the classroom and extra curricular activities. The reports 

contained the following information. 

 

1. Headmaster’s remarks ( in white sheets) 

2. The Headmaster’sx report ( white) 

3. Reports on work ( yellow) 

4. Reports on Games ( red) included the following: Tennis, Athletics, 

Hockey, Cricket, football, Boxing, Badminton, Volleyball and Table 

Tennis. 

5. Reports on Hobbies ( blue) included Photography, Stamp collecting & 

Bird Watching. 

6. Reports on other Activities ( green) included Chapel Serving, Choir, 

Literary Societies, P.T, Hiking, Swimming, Scouting and Cadetting, 

7. Mark Sheet. 

8. Health Certificate. 

 

The Report Sheet gives one an impression of the variety of activities in the 

school. A boy at Gurutalawa had the opportunity to develop mentally, 

physically and spiritually.  Very few schools at the time could boast of 

such plenitude. 

 



 17 

65. S. Thomas’ became a fee-levying school from the 1st of April, 1951. Thus 

it would hence not get a grant from the government  and consequently 

fees had to be increased.  The boarding fees at Gurutalawa were 

increased from Rs. 82/50 a month for 11 months to Rs. 92/75 per month 

for 12 months.  The fees included payment for board, tuition, laundry and 

Medical attendance, lending library, stationary, games and science for Rs. 

1,113/- per annum payable in three payments of Rs. 371/- per term, each 

to be paid in the months of January, May and September or to be paid 

monthly.  Fees for day boys would be the same as in Mt. Lavinia. 

 

66. The Race Riots of 1958 and the Emergency declared by the government 

resulted in minor inconveniences. The Headmaster asked for instructions 

as to whether the school was to close temporarily but was asked by the 

Government Agent, Badulla, to carry on. Consequently the school was not 

closed, like most other schools, but because of the curfew that was 

imposed the few day boys had to be accommodated in the Isolation Ward 

for some time.  It was not easy to get food for the boarders, so Mrs,. 

Altendorff had to to foraging for it in Nuwara eliya, Welimada and 

Bandarawela when most people would have preferred to stay at home.  It 

speaks well for the school and the trust that parents had in it that not a 

single boy was taken home by his parents. 

 

67. Although the school escaped tragic events of 1983 they did  affect the 

school in various ways. Nearly 125 Tamil boys whose homes and parents 

places of business were destroyed, were provided with free tuition and 

half boarding fees, but the inevitable exodus of Tamil pupils took place. 

 

68. The Social Service Club, under the active and energetic leadership of D.M. 

Chandrasekera and L.C. de Silva completed the building of the Squach 

Rackets Court. Gurutalawa became the first school to introduce squash 
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rackets as a sport in schools.  Having completed this task the club turned 

its attention to a building for the Co-operative Society. This work was 

done solely by the boys long before the concept of ‘sharamadana’ officially 

came into being. 

 

69. New ground was broken with the formation of the Parent Teacher’s 

Association of the School in 1974. Its first meeting was in December, 

1974.  

A meeting was held on 9th April, 1975 when the Headmaster’s report was 

read out by the Secretary. The parents made some valuable suggestions 

which included the need to pay special attention to the teaching of 

English. They also suggested that school should close at 2.30 p.m. so that 

their children could have more time for extra curricular activities. 

 

70. Dr Hayman decided that his vocation was teaching and was sent by the 

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel to Sri Lanka, then Ceylon. S. 

Thomas’ very nearly missed him for his services were first sought for by 

Trinity College, Kandy. He joined the staff of S. Thomas’ college, Mt. 

Lavinia in December, 1929.He soon excelled as a teacher of Mathematics 

and Physics and threw himself into the life of the school with his 

customary zeal and made his mark as a great house master known for his 

abundant generosity. 

 

71. He also took a keen interest in Scouting and was Scout Master in charge 

of the College Troop. But it was above all in swimming that he made his 

greatest contribution to sport in Sri Lanka. In the early thirties here were 

virtually no swimming pools in Sri Lanka and non in the schools except 

Trinity College which had a small pool. 
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72. Dr. Hayman soon supplied the deficiency and gifted the school with a 

magnificent swimming pool, the first ot its kind in the schools. It is very 

hard  to believe that it cost Rs. 25,000/- in those far off times. He 

pioneered the swimming and life saving movement in Sri Lanka and 

today, generations of Thomians and other schoolboys and schoolgirls owe 

a debt of gratitude to him for having learned how to swim. 

 

73. His generosity did not end there. The Five Courts at St. Thomas’ Mt. 

Lavinia were his gifts and how much he gave to the library, the prize list 

and to all the dormitories will never be known.” Thalassa” and the land on 

which the Mt. Lavinia church stands was his property and they were given 

to the school and the church in 1963 for the price paid in the early 

thirties. 

 

74. In recognition of his outstanding services to the school he was appointed 

Sub Warden in 1935. When the school broke up in 1942 owing to the 

Second World War he was appointed Headmaster of the Gurutalawaz 

branch and pioneered the foundations of what was to become an 

independent school though belonging to the Thomian Family. 

 

75. Here again the school benefited from his abundant generosity. The 

beautiful swimming bath, the dormitories and his parting gift Keble 

oHouse and the land attached to it are a fitting testimonial. Dr. hayman 

always used to say that the value of a gift lay in how the recipient made 

use of it. If Dr. hayman were to come back to our midst today perhaps he 

would not be too displeased at the way in which his gifts have been used. 

 

76. Years later as Headmaster at Gurutalawa he, together with Rev. Foster 

used to visit the dormitories everyday after dinner during room time and 

thereby got to know each boy individually. 
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77. In the difficult year of 1945 when there was a lot of student 

dissatisfaction, he used to have lunch with the boys seated on a bench in 

an open shed, which passed as a dining room. In a very short time he 

reduced in weight considerably.  

 

78. He was a great lover of wild life and nature. The scouts used to look 

forward to their camps at Wilpattu and Yala. His photographs and films of 

wild life and Sri Lanka were a treasure. There was little that he did not 

know about the country. 

 

79. Lastly his school routine in the later years. On most school days he used 

to be in the surgery after breakfast helping Mrs. Hayman. He then taught 

a full time table in the Lower 6th and Upper 6th forms something which 

hardly any principal of a school does today. His subjects were Physics and 

Mathematics. After tea he was at the swimming pool in the evening 

coaching the swimmers. At dinner he, together with the duty master, 

supervised the boys as they were served their  dinner at the hatches. 

Finally he rounded off the day with a visit to the dormitories, often in the 

company of Rev. foster. Such was his working day and it is little wond4er 

that those who had the good fortune to come under his influence never 

forgot him. The impact he made on their lives has been lasting. 

 

80. Mrs. Hayman was his constant helpmate in his noble endeavours. Her 

devoted work in the sick room, her supervision of the cleanliness of the 

dining hall and kitchen, her love for animals and her concern for the fauna 

and flora of Gurutalawa long before the arrival of the environmentalists, 

will always be remembered by those who knew her. 
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81. In the words of Professor C.C. de Silva a member of the St. Thomas 

College, board of governors, “ No single man has done so much or given 

so generously both materially and intellectually to S. Thomas’ College, or 

to any other school for that matter in Ceylon at any time of her long 

history. I think I can pronounce that as an indisputable, incontrovertible 

statement of fact”. 

 

82. It was in this year 1964, that the school received glad tidings of the 

conferment of the M.B.E. on Dr. R.L. Hayman by the Queen. His name 

appeared in the New Year Honours list . The school magazine of that year 

has an account of Dr. Hayman’s visit to Buckingham Palace to receive the 

award. The school sent a congratulatory message on the occasion. 

 

83. On the memorial tablet of the science laboratory which was named after 

him are inscribed the following words: to spend and be spent in the 

service of others is his greatest privilege.” 

 

84. He concluded by calling Dr.Hayman  “ one of Britain’s great gifts to this 

island” 

 

85. Winchester House will in future be called Hayman House. 

 

86. At the end of the  year Mr. Davidson went back to Mt. Lavinia.  In 1948 

Dr. and Mrs. Hayman and the Rev. A.J. Foster came back to Gurutulawa.  

There was an increase in numbers to 134 boarders and 4 day boys.  This 

was unexpected for it was thought that most parents would want to send 

their children to Mt. Lavinia.  However, Gurutalawa was now attracting 

boys on its own merits and Mount Lavinia was now overcrowded. 
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87. But we are and always want to be in the national scheme of education. 

6. The ’62 group was formed in 1993 by Mr. Sarath Suraweera presently in 

the Police Department, for the purpose of setting up a modern sports 

complex consisting primarily of a pavilion and stadium in the picturesque 

grounds of the College. 

 

7. A handful of old boys who were in College during the period 

approximately 1958- 1963 formed the nucleus of this group.  They used 

their good offices and were able to harness the goodwill of various 

sources including some state patronage for this venture. 

 

8. Due to various reasons, the project did not get off the ground but the 

group found some solace in attending to some improvement in the 

existing pavilion having a plaque opened by Mrs. Hayman on one of her 

visits to Sri Lanka to commemorate the original intention. 

 

9. Thereafter from time to time various gifts were made to College 

particularly related to sports activities. 
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10. Since the year 1998, the group gathered momentum and were motivated 

to take a greater interest in the development of the College and mobilizing 

old boys towards that end. 

 

11. Currently, numerous activities have been identified as deserving priority 

and are on the drawing boards.  The first to take off would probably be a 

coaching camp for hockey which is now postponed for January 2002 in 

view of the intervening public examinations scheduled for December this 

year.  It is expected to donate equipment for hockey and have a full day’s 

coaching with the active participation of some national players as well as 

old boys who have excelled in this sport. 

 

 

12. The farm had a notorious stud bull the likes of which we do not see 

anywhere  else in our country and a large flock of Persian cows seen only 

on special farms. There were also sheep and whilst moving from one area 

of class rooms to another, students would frequently have to make way 

for these cows or sheep traversing in the opposite direction. 

 

13. The Orchards were littered with rare fruit trees like lockets, persimums, 

fairy balls etc. etc. 

 

14. A large percentage of the vegetables required to feed the boarders came 

from the plot cultivated just below the dining hall and adjacent to the 

paddy field which were cultivated by the villagers.  A regular feature was 

the sale of vegetables to parents who never failed to attend the Annual 

Prize giving and the garden tea party hosted by Dr. and Mrs. Hayman. 

 

15. The minor staff which consisted of a bank of very loyal and long-standing 

men who were liked and respected by the students and the staff.  All 
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considered that they belonged to one family. Whilst  this band of men 

held the staff, particularly Dr. and Mrs. Hayman and Father Foster in great 

respect, their love, concern and care of the boarders knew no bounds. 

 

16. The boarders themselves held the staff with utmost respect and were very 

fond of the minor staff who were there to see to their needs. 

 

17. Amongst those on the minor staff who were instituting are Bell Simon who 

rang the College bell for …,. Years. Students were expected to be in the 

hall for Prep ( i.e. preparation of studies and home-work for the next day 

as well as revision) before the last stroke of the bell rang for that purpose.  

It was a common feature for the stragglers to signal Bell Simon to 

continue to ring the bell thus permitting the would-be offender to take his 

eat without punishment.  Naturally Bell Simon who always oblige perhaps 

he considered it a part of this mission in life. 

 

18. Van Simon drove the College van for… years, the daily trip to Welimada 

for purchases, taking, students in the van to the Wangiakumbura 

Government School which was the center for public exams, taking the 

students to Haputale to board the train for Colombo for various school 

matches. 

 

19. Thatta Piya as he was fondly referred to was the chauffer, Dr. Hayman 

had to drive his Lanchester Car.   In or about 1959, Dr. Hayman 

purchased a new Holden Car, Thatta Piya’s importance grew in leaps and 

bounds.  He would remove all 4 wheels whilst washing the under carriage 

of the car even after a short trip to Welimada not content with washing 

the mudguard, to show his exuverance.  He would  navigate the vehicle in 

such deft and smooth manner along the narrow winding up-country roads, 

in such a manner that a passenger in a rear seat would not feel the 
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change of gears from one to the other.  Thatta Piya also played the role of 

the College electrician and was quick to run to Dr. Hayman and report 

that he found a1 cent coin placed in between the bulb and the holder by a 

mischievous boy in order to create some diversion.  This would often 

result during evening Prep or a special announcement interrupting dinner 

that would be school on Saturday as a punishment which would in turn be 

greeted by a loud hum from the entire student population to show 

displeasure.  In view of Thatta Piya’s sneakish conduct he was naturally 

not very popular amongst the student population. 

 

20. Ariyadasa assisted Mrs. Hayman in the sick room administering cough and 

cold mixtures and dressing cuts, bruises and wounds which were a regular 

occurrence, considering the activities students were engaged in.   He also 

handed out the opening doses which used to be a form of punishment to 

be taken on holidays particularly when students were apprehending 

raiding the pantry or orchard. 

 

21. Krunadasa, Ariyadasa’s brother was the ground boy who efficiently 

managed the sports pavilion and grounds situated almost one mile away  

from the main campus.  He handed out all the sports equipment, was 

responsible for placing the matting wicket for cricket, the gold post for 

hockey and ensuring that the long jump and high jump pits were in 

readiness for those events. 

 

22. Marnis was responsible for all activities connected with the kitchen, pantry 

and dining hall.  He would mobilize his assistants in the preparation and 

serving of food as well and the cleaning and washing up.  He would of 

course feel sorry and accommodate the few hunger versions of…. Who 

never be satisfied with what was served. 
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23. In 1962 when it was found that the minor staff who were performing 

duties in the dining room, had to be released at the request of Dr. 

Hayman, the College Prefects willingly swung into action laying the tables 

and serving food.  The Prefects were allocated a cubicle in each Dormitory 

where 02 of them would occupy a bunk-bed, then a novel feature but now 

a common place.  Their cubicle was considered a sacred place and no one 

dared venture forth. The Prefects also were called upon to take a turn of 

duty during morning or evening prep when the master on duty considered 

there was a sufficient infringement as to warrant and admonishment in 

the form of caning, generally 4 to 6 cuts as there was pin-drop silence in 

the dining hall where the students were doing their Prep and caning was 

administered in the passage just outside.  Dr. Hayman’s office which was 

situated adjacent to the dining hall, the smack of the cane alighting on the 

buttocks would be loudly heard by the 300 boarders in the hall.  Each cut 

would be accompanied by the usual hum which would grow in volume 

depending on the number of cuts received.  On one occasion was heard 

distinctly the sounds of a struggle. The offender had turned on the 

Master, may be he felt enough was enough.  The following morning saw 

him depart from College for good.  Discipline was given absolute priority.  

Nobody escaped. 

 

24. On another occasion, the Senior Class, i.e. school leavers, were on their 

way to the class rooms from the main block, the culvert immediately 

below the main class room block is at a sharp bend and the tall hedge-

fence covers oncoming traffic.  A much respected Master who taught 

English and who insisted on the correct pronunciation suddenly found 

himself confronted by the stud-bull, 7 feet long, volume of muscle. It was 

a wondrous sight to see the stud bull measuring up the English Master.  

The keeper of the stud-bull was too slow to react. The Master who always 

carried his black umbrella pointed it at the stud-bull reminiscent of a 
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gladiator in the roman arena confronting the charging bull.  The umbrella 

inches away from the dangerous  horns of the stud bull made a few small 

circles.  The stud bull in keeping with the charm of the moment kept 

turning his head in time with the umbrella. This was a sight to behold.  

The English Master in spotless white, national costume, black umbrella 

reminding the students of Mandrake the Magician performing one of his 

feats. Unfortunately, one or two of the students could not take it much 

more and let out a few cackles.  The Master did about a turn and went 

back towards where he came, i.e. the main block.  Perhaps the 

confrontation necessitated some refreshment whilst the students 

proceeded to the classrooms, the rare incident just witnesses having been 

concluded. 

 

Whilst the students came into the class, a message was received that they 

had been summoned by Dr. Hayman.  On assembling outside his room, he 

uttered a few words “what you have done is bad and unforgivable . do not 

repeat this. Now come into my room one at a time”.   The Head Prefect of 

the College was called in first and received 6 of the best with the inflicors 

energy  at his maximum potential.  He came out rubbing his buttocks.  Being 

an Eurasian, no doubt there would have been several shades different where 

the cane would have alighted. 

 

Next summoned were the College Prefects.  All of them, in fact each of them, 

received 5 of the best.  They came out rubbing the pain.  Then were 

summoned in the others and administered 4 cuts.  Everybody received the 

punishment like men and went back to the class room where of course the 

English Master had several pairs of eyes glaring at him during the class.  The 

incident was seem forgotten. That was discipline and the manner in which Dr. 

Hayman administered it. …..the more important authoritative student he was, 

made to feel humble and received the more severe punishment. 
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