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THOMIANA

NEWSLETTER
S. THOMAS’ COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA BRANCH INC
PO BOX 2337, Mt. Waverley, Victoria 3149, Australia

Dear Members of the STC OBA,
It gives me great pleasure to pen a few lines for this edition of the THOMIANA.

We haope you like the changes to the look and fedl of the newdletter and the OBA’s website. In addition to the
enhancements to the Thomiana and the OBA s website, we have also completed a few events since the AGM and
have plans for lots more.

The Taradale (Bendigo) Cricket Match in April was a great success as was the Seniors Lunch in May. Coming up
in August, we have the Transfiguration Service and the Annual Dinner Dance ("big dance”). Shortly afterwards,
we have the OBA Members Night in September followed by the Golf Tournament and Thomian Nite ("small
dance") in November. An eventful year iswrapped up in December with the much anticipated Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols. Our event calendar reflects the diver se tastes of our membership and your participation will
ensur e SUCCess.

Costs prevent us from publishing the THOMIANA more frequently but we do stay in touch via email and our
revised user-friendly website will give you all the updated information at your fingertips.

We also try to stay in touch via phone with our membersand | urge you to contact Trevor Meares (0402338637),
our untiring membership secretary who will ensure that your contact details are updated.

Last but not least, | want to thank everybody who has paid their annual $25 subscription. This newsletter and the
OBA's calendar of events would not be possible without your subscription. For the few of you who haven't got
around to it yet, please do so at your earliest convenience. The STC OBA couldn't survive without your
subscriptions.

Enjoy your reading...

Esto Perpetua
Chris Varney
Inside this edition of THOMIANA...
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Nothing endures but change

We’ve dl heard of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle but how
many of us have heard of Heraclitus?? It turns out that
this relatively obscure Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, is
credited with recognizing the most obvious aspect of our
existence: change.

Change occurs in every aspect of our lives and is
continuous. Look around. We’re experiencing changes
everywhere; changesin our personal life, changes to the
fortunes of our Rugby team, |eadership changes at the old
school, political changes with the end of the war in Sri
Lanka, unprecedented economic changes, changes to the
environment and even changes to the look and feel of the
Thomiana and the OBA’s website.

Heraclitus’ ideawasthat the universeisin a constant state
of change and that there is an underlying order or reason
for that flow.

Thomian rugby has been bruised and battered in recent
years but al that changed this year with our boys winning
amost every game they’d played. Our only loss was
against Royal, where we’d fought back from 7-31 at half
time to afinal score of 33-37. Our boys went on to earn
a reputation as second-half kings this season. Other
teams would often lead the scoring at the beginning of the
game and the Thomians would grind them into the mud
in time for the final whistle. Their physical and mental
fitness was the reason they could effect that change.

Meanwhile at the helm, the Rev John Puddefoot is taking
over from Dr David Ponniah as the Warden of STC.
Whilst Rev John’s style is likely to be different to his
predecessor we can rest assured that the two gentlemen
share an appreciation of STC’s mission, underlying
values and sense of tradition. Both Rev John and Dr
Ponniah responded promptly to my request and we get a
glimpse of the true character of the two men in their
respective contributions to the THOMIANA. On that

note, | must confess that | took great pleasure in giving
‘homework’ to two Wardens of STC and | reckon that
more than makes up for the decade of homework that |
carried home from Mt Lavinia.

Meanwhile in Sri Lanka, a brutal war has come to a
brutal end. With the end of the war has come an
opportunity to change for the better and rebuild that
country. Only time will tell if Sri Lankans choose that
high road, or not. This then is an ideal time for us
Thomians to step up and share our values and
perspectives to help shape the Sri Lankato come.

Also in this edition of THOMIANA, we take alook at
how change impacts our Thomian identity. Barney
Reid takes a look at the inner turmoil of a youngster
who worries that he may, or may not, succeed as a
Thomian. Dinesh Chelvathurai, meanwhile, reconciles
and comes to terms with the identity crisis that he
grappled with when he was moved from S. Thomas’
Prep School to Royal College.

Elsewhere in this edition, a former Thomian rugby
player laments the changes to the traditional striped
rugby jersey. In similar vein, our readers will surely
notice the changes to the look and feel of the
THOMIANA and the OBA’s web site. Rest assured
that these are not changes for the sake of change but
changes that have purpose. Only time will tell if the
new lookswill stay or go. If the underlying reasons are
good then change can’t be all that bad... can it?

If change isinevitable, then ‘Esto Perpetua’ makesalot
of sense. Our Thomian ethos will see us through, be it
on the playing field, at school, in nation building or in
our own persona lives. Old Heraclitus was on to
something... he could’ve been a Thomian!

Esto Perpetua

Vasee Nesiah
Editor

The OBA and S Thomas' College

need your support

Of the 339 members on the OBA’s roll;
6 members last paid their dues in 2004,
11 members last paid their dues in 2005,
25 members last paid their dues in 2006,
40 have not paid their dues since 2007, and
47 have not paid their dues since 2008.

Special thanks to all Thomians
who've paid their dues
and graced various OBA events.

The OBA couldn’t survive without your
continued support and participation.
Look for the Special Offers
for Members on Page 6 & 9.
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~NEW WARDEN TAKES CHARGE OF

S. THOMAS COLLEGE

Rev. John Charles Puddefoot, assumed duties as the
17th Warden of S. Thomas’ College on the 1st of July
2009. (Photographs and more on page 5)

~STC RUGBY FINISHESON A HIGH

The Thomian Rugby team won every game they
played after their seasoning opening four point loss to
archrivals, Royal College. (more on page 15)

~THOMIANS SINK ROYALISTS

S. Thomas’ College swam ahead to aggregate 1243
points to Royal College’s 1173 and annexe the Creon
Corea Memorial Trophy at the inaugural ‘Battle of the
Blues’ Swimming Championship that was concluded
at the Thomian pool recently. The Thomians made it a
double when they also won the old boys Old Thomians
Swimming Club Challenge Trophy.

~17YEAR OLD THOMIANSWINS “OARSMAN
OF THE YEAR”

Hard work has its rewards - and Sanjeev de Silvawho
is a keen member of S. Thomas’ College, Mount
Lavinia rowing team has won many laurels in rowing
and to top them all he was awarded the “Oarsman of the
Year” Trophy for his splendid performances in rowing
during April 2008 to April 2009 by the Colombo
Rowing Club in association with the Amateur Rowing
Association of Sri Lanka.

~THOMIAN FAMILY NEWS

+ Asankaand Imeshi Pinto Jayawardenawere blessed
with a baby boy Ashvin Devsith on 28th Feb 2009

« Lalith and Holly Aponso were blessed with a baby
girl Briannaon 2nd April 2009

+ Mrs Sathivathi Anandanayagam (wife of the late
Warden Anandanayagam) passed away at the age of
92 inthe UK.

+ Sepala Ilangakoon, a well known planter, an Old
Thomian and former Chairman of the Tea Board,
passed away at the age of 84.

visit

For the latest Thomian news, scores and special events

www.STCobaAUST.org.au

Special thanks to Barney Reid, Dinesh Chelvathurai, Peter Weerakoon and the team at ThePapare.com
for their contributions in this issue of the THOMIANA.
The Editorial Sub Committee of Vasee Nesiah (Editor), Jayampathy (Pajjo) Silva (Sub-Editor) and Kristian
Silva would love to have your feedback, suggestions and contributions.
Please email your contributions and comments to the Editor (editor@stcobaaust.org.au)
and we will try and accommodate them in the next edition.
The views expressed in this newsletter are of the respective authors and
may not necessarily reflect the views of the Executive or Editorial Sub-Committees.
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Don’t miss Melbourne’s premier dinner dance.
There are a limited numbers of souvenir advertisements and sponsorship opportunities left.
Please contact Chris Varney (0414 643 766) or Trevor Mendis (0411 631 531) to lock in your commercial interests
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M essage from the incoming War den

- Rev John Puddefoot
(17th Warden of STC)

| am very pleased to have been asked to write afew words for the July edition of
The Thomiana. | will not be properly in post until after the formal installation on
July 10th, but | already feel as though | know alot about the College, particularly
from the warmth of the expressions of support | have received from Old Boy
Associations in all parts of the world. My wife Susan and | have strong links with Australia, particularly in
Melbourne, and we hope very much to be able to meet many Old Thomians there over the coming years.

| fly to Sri Lanka on June 29th to start work on July 1st. We are very much looking forward to this exciting new
phase in our lives and to getting to know the boys and staff of the College, as well, of course, as experiencing the
exquisite beauty of the country. The Instalation is on July 10th, so | suppose | will only properly be “The
Warden” after that, but we already feel very much a part of the worldwide community that isthe STC OBA.

Y our editor asks me to say something about my vision for the College. | am not sure | can say anything very
specific as yet before | arrive, but there are certain general principles that can be stated and which | cannot
conceive that any event or circumstance could change. There will be many challenges ahead, and saying in detail
how | will respond to them would be rather like a batsman saying which stroke he intends to play to the third ball
of the next over but one, but | can say that everything | do will be designed to maintain and enhance S. Thomas’s
strength and reputation in order to preserve its pre-eminencein Sri Lankan education.

| can also say that | will endeavour to be guided in everything | do by the powerful and noble sentiments
expressed in the School Song, because they represent aspirations that are vital to the health and prosperity of any
nation that wishes to play a mgjor part in the free world. The wonderful education Thomians enjoy carries
responsibilities with it wherever they find themselves, and none more important than the friendly rivalry that
ensures that whatever the scoreboard may say, every player leaves the field a winner because of the way he has
played the game.

| have had the privilege of being a school inspector in the UK for
eight years. One of the most important things we are trained to
ask ourselvesis not just whether a school saysthat it believesin
actually conductsitself on a day-to-day basis. In the best schools
and borne out in the way they behave in al walks of life
may do. The S. Thomas’ School Song voices very high ideals;
continue to be embodied in every boy who enters and leaves its
good of Sri Lanka; for the good of the world.

Esto Perpetual

The Revd John Puddefoot _ & &

-_""‘E,ralThumian.infu
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A Message from the outgoing Warden

- Dr David Ponniah
M (16th Warden of STC)

¥ e

When | was asked by Vaseeharan as to whether | would like to give a message for the Thomiana, | readily agreed
because it gave me an opportunity to thank not only the Old Boys in Australia but also the worldwide community
of Thomiansfor all the support and encouragement they gave during my stint as Warden.

It was a very exciting and enjoyable eight year period of my life, but nevertheless quite challenging. | must add
that | did not regret having taking on the challenge. We overcame numerous challenges and it must be recorded
that it was only possible because of the efforts of a number of groups, of which the old boys were a significant
part. They generoudly gave their time and money. It is atribute to the Past Wardens and Teacherswho instilled in
these old boys the values of loyalty and service.

An extremely enjoyable part of my tenure was meeting, working and reminiscing with old boys and particularly
their anecdotes and memories of College times and Teachers. The Royal Thomian Matches, batch get togethers,
event organising, OBA Committees are just some instances of where the old boys played an important role in the
life of the College.

The old boys of the College continued as they t
have done for over 150 years, to provide the :
support that is needed in order for the College to
maintain the standards expected. | am sure that all
of you would continue to support the new Warden
and the College in all their endeavours.

With best wishesto all
Esto Perpetua

David Ponniah

If you paid
your OBA
Membership
dues...

(Valid for financial members of the STC OBA Aust Branch)
Call 8564 1166 & quote the voucher number
for your special price or contact Jay on 8564 1100.

Valid until 31 October 2009

5 -7 Marriott Street, Oakleigh Vic 3166
Off Princes Highway - Melway REF 69 H6

www.totaltyres.com.au
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Seniors Lunch - May 2009

When | was asked to write an article regarding the
seniors lunch by the Convener Trevor Mendis, | was
wondering, as to what | would say about an event that
had been organised by me for over five years, so to alay
the fears of the” one with the smiling face”, as he was
wont to call himself, when he introduced himself to the
Fairer Sex, and invited them to come for the annua
event, | can very proudly say that this years Seniors
Lunch was Excellent.

Asusual alot of hard work had gone on behind the scene
and the members of the ex Co have all thrown their
weight behind Trevor to produce a very successful and
pleasant day for us seniors. The décor in the hall was
attractive, the Band in attendance catered to the mood of
everyone present. The food was in abundance as per
usual, It was excellent and very tasty, the members of the
Ex co, and their lovely wife’s were very attentive to the
needs of others. It wasaREALLY good show, done with
caring. It isthe goodwill and camaraderie that matters -
there was lots of it. The Raffle was also well presented
and those responsible for this part of the event, has
indeed gone the “full mile”. Like all Thomian eventsthis
one too should take pride of place for ajob well done.

Some of the comments heard at and afterwards were, “it
was a resounding success!” It was a time to reminisce
and to bring back memories of the ‘good old days. Some
old familiar faces were missing, but then there were
many new facesin this elite group of Thomians.

Issue 2

| would like to make one suggestion and that is, as with
every passing year as older Thomians depart for places
unknown to us we could remember them by paying
tribute to them, perhaps, with a minute's silence (say) just
before 'Grace' is said

The singing of theimmortal College song that, invokes a
host of memories of both Gurutalawa and Mount.Lavinia
bought an end to this year’s senior’s lunch.

On behalf of al those old seniors and the new ones just
joining this privileged group aong with the Ladies join
me to say “Thank You” to the Organisers of the event,
and for the dedication of Trevor Mendis, who insisted on
being present at the event though he had just come out of
hospital having had a stent put in. “Thisis True Thomian
Grit’.

Well done

Esto Perpetua

Peter Weerakoon

STC OBA visit Taradale & Bendigo
for Cricket & Hoppers- April 2009

STC OBA visited Taradale & Bendigo on a chilly April
morning to play some cracking cricket and feast on
Hoppers. The visitors beat the hostsin the last ball of
the last over of a 20/20 game and both sides converged,
afterwards, at Old Thomian Adrian De Zilvas placeto
tuck into hoppers, chicken curry, various sambols and
potato hodda. A rousing sing-song, a huge chocolate
cake and a seemingly endless supply of beer and spirits
capped off afinevisit to Bendigo. Our heartfelt thanks

go to Adrian and Thilaka De Zilvawho have now hosted

us each year for several years. Their gracious and warm
hospitality was much appreciated by all who attended.
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1. Name with Titlesand initials

2. Full Name

3. Dateof Birth

4. Year of joining college

5. Year of leaving college

6. OBA membership number (if you are currently a member)
7. College Admission Number

The OBA database in Colombo needs the following information from all Old Boys of STC.

8. Profession/ Occupation
9. Residential Address
10. Work Address
11. Telephone number
12. Mobile
13. E-Mail address
If you haven’t done so already, please send
these details to stcmloba@sltnet.lk
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THOMIAN OBA SENIORS LUNCH & BENDIGO CRICKET - 2009

July 2009 Page 8



